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alternative to demolition
By Heather C. Jackson

Bulinga Green o oF renavation [3kes
& Bl of sesparch. Theve are many ways to
mitke: & B nyironmenially iy and
energy efficiant. Consider locking for recycled
buiiding prodista—windaws, doors,
appeances, ffuses and &nen paem can be
found secondhand at sevanl arpd resafe
corThers. Howener, i nol jusl what's going

U that matters 'when uilding or remiodeting
an emviloimsedally conscumes homa. s afsa
WELH pomas down.

DECOMNSTRUCTION
When strting a remodes or fidr-down,
riesesriber that o8 e maberals being tom oul
i QoG 0 Mk B Qo seEnewhers, That's
wihene B idea of deconstroction versus
demclfion comes in. Startod in 2004,
DeConstruction Sendces in Fairta:, Vi,
EPECISiIng in *reverss enpineenng. We wirk
e bk s Bulicler purt in Gst, and moes
backwards,” s ovwner Paul Hughes.

When daing & whole-hoise deconsiction
Hurphis: 53y the company e sahags a5
much 25 S0 perce] of e matesiaks in the home
0 eainer muse oF necyche, While
i percoriage i kovwer for
i [mawr-0owms g Temadels,
thry are <8l able fo Ssehaga a
barge amourt of what coiskl
o eerveisn end up in A kaneiil

Starting weth applisncos,
DeConstruction pulls out ail tha
interor fixctures and &im firt,
denating a8 much & possibl
10 SUCH Bred ressunces as
Lomeunity Forddift to be
feusid &nd mesokl. Hacycling is
e i bind of wood, metal and shingles
and Shen drywall and plasier se pulled oul
e quitting, workers siart af e ool and pull
viEyinG apat—even all the nalis from e
sicts—iamiil all that s left = the concrets sl
Windows, dodes and clean Insulation are added
& the donation piles whengver possibie. Brck
consiruchion & congiderad “clean masonny”
e ) b5 fully gottad, and ts left in place until
o builder can mocavate it along with the
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Deconstruction offers a green

b this decominertion by Poste-Mefior
Architects, ol windews, doors ond
mraieiinl sements Thot rould

b fecyced ore remorved paier
denelion [ip], Semad Thance hey
free: watchouss fll of Boilding
misterioh sabveged from decominuion
{ebave ond leh). Phodas © Men Gilbart

concriebe and hava it sent 10 2 ooy apgregaton
e Bnr oty oy and reused In road
orstruchon

U ool B fo keep a5 mueh ol B
deconsiruction out of the bndlill 2s posibis
&S Hughes. Al sabaageable supplies that ae
donated afe tax-deductible. Whits the process
a5 a whole is more laboe indensive then a
knock-clomm demolition, the tax deduction
asually pays bor mog of the job. DeCongtine

Ban waill-alss provide documestalion il a
bustder or homeowner |5 seaking LEED
cardication

Masty ol the crew af DeConsiructian
Hanad oud In B inner cily, s &l-risk
sitastions, but have gained training and full
Rt work through the organization. Second
Chance ez, in Bsltimons was founded In 2003
er B smeiad peindiplo—as waoek fores
cevopment Swough the Baftenoee Ciy Moyl
(Mhice, Homes 1o be decorsinicied am doraies
in the progrmm 25 raining shes where low-
mcome nesidents can feam skifs such as
CUpEndry, crafismanshs &nhd an understonding
of ko Bo deconsinact a Ennlding without
damaging histoncal slements. Thay b
branchad out job- trasning progeams into
Weshinglon, DC, and Praadoiohia as well

Second Chance’s ofher pupose “= el
CVETEION, " SiTyS achulslions MEnager Am
Finghizs. (nce a home |5 donated 1o tha
program, il will be canefully deconstnacted,
with histoncal and architectural detaling poiy
i ong of Tve Sacond Chance wanehouses i
Baitimors for resale. Thike warsholses ciey
eqaryireng rom feeplace mantels and wif-
Doves 10 givden amaments and clira-inod b
frryihing [had is nol 2electsd Tor resals i
recycled of corsatisd to ofher hame Imgeove
ment Fessives. Second Chance olers seves
Feograms, from tull tear-downs o skimming—
clearing oud all the Thdurss and dednss P
13 & repea o= fAnd occasonady pedorms .
srmilier room removals for Kilthins and halls

Wi all need |o star piying more aties

Than 0 the impact corstrinchion has on e

Friliinire on e FH



